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THE RIVER SAN MARCOS,
DY MOLLIE & MOORE,

Far o'er the hills and toward the dying day,
Bet liko a heart, & living heart, deep, desp
Within the bosom of its wide prairies,

Lies the Valley of Ban Marcos. And there,

A princess roused from slumber by the kise
Of balmy Bouthern skies, the river springs
From out hor rocky bed, and hastens on

Far down the vale, to give her royal hand

In marriage to the walting Guadalupe.

Like some grim giant keeping silent watch,

While from his feet hia recreant daughter flies,

Above the hoary mountaln stands, his head

Encircled by an emerald poinied erown

Of cedars, strong as those of Lebanon,

That bow thelr sombre crests, aud woo the wind,

Drunken with fragrance from the vale below.

About his brow, set like a dusky chaln,

The mystic Race-Paths run—his amulet—

And nestlod squarely 'gainst his rugged breast,

Perched quaintly 'mong the great scarred rocks
that hang

Like tombstones on the mountain-aide, the neat

The Farcox bullt still lingers, though the wing

That swept the gathering dust from off our shield,

Hath long since dropped to dust!

~Now wooed by dusky glooms on elther side,

Now whirling round the oraggy banks, now stayed

By tangled vines that stretch thelr arms acrosa,

The river glideth fartber from her aire.

Below, an anclent Mroy, with laggard wheels,

Is mirrored in her glassy depths, and broad

Tlie mill-raco reaches out his arma, all decked

With pobkle-atones, and fringed with purple flags,

And strives to bar her onward course—in vain,

For, nerved with sudden fear, she springs, and
bright

Hor rainbow garments glitter in the snn,

As on she pants toward the shallow ford.

And here, down sloping to tho water’s marge,

The flelds, all golden with the harvest, come;

And bere, the horseman, reiuing In his stoad, |

At eve, will panse and mark the village spirea

Gleam golden In the setting sun, aod far

Acrose n deeply furrowed fleld will glance

With idle eys upon n stutely hill,

That girt with cedara, rises Hke a king,

To murk the furthor lmit of the fleld.

*Twas thcre, besween (Lo hill snd river, £tood

A glinded cottage; and its roof was low

And Jderk, aod vines that twined whe porch but
servod

To hide the bleskuess of Its wall. But then

"Twas home, and *Teaven {8 near us dn our
childhnod !

And I wes but achild; and summer days,

That gince have oftentimesseewed loog and sad,

Were feeter then than even the morning winds

That sentmy brother’s folry bark, well-balanced,

In salety down the river's tile. alaal

Ia thera, can there e sught in all the world

T'o soothe the sick soul to such perfect ress

At fiiled its enrly dreamy 7 Is thers no fount,

Like thut of 6ld so madly sougbt by Lzox,

Where the worn ¢oul may Lathe aud rise renewed?

And up and down the banks before our door,

Now gathoriog up the yellow lily -buds,

That lay Hke golden flagons on the stream,

Now {diy bending down the ragged sedge

That rustled in the lazy snmmer breege,

Aud now amopg ibe grape-viues, where they hung
In light festoons ubove the water-edge,

Witl eareless step 1 roamed.

Well I remember,
Down where the river makes a suddeun bund,
Below the ford, and near the dutky road,
Upon her bosom slesps a fairy lele,
KEniwined about witls snowy alder-boughs
And tapestried with vines that bore a flower
Whose petals looked Hke drops of blood,
(We called it **Lady of the Bleeding Heard.")
And through it wandered litile careless paths
That writhed like wounded snakes among the beds
Of tufted grass; avd o'cr this living gem
The very skies seemed bluer, and the waves,
That rippled round it, threw up brighter spray.
Upon the banks for hours I've stood, and longed
To bask amid 1ts shades, and when at last
My brother dragred, with wondrous care, his boat,
Rude-fashioned, smal!, nnd furnished with oue oar,
Acrogs the long slope frem the stately hill
where it was built, ne’er did Columbus® heart
Best with a throb so wild upon that sbors,
Unknown to any save to him, as oors
When, with o’erwearied hands and labored breath,
We ateered 1o safety o'er the dangerous way,
And stood the monarchs of that fairy realm!
My brother, how I wish our wayward feet
Once more could feel that lordly pride—our bearta
Once mote know all their cravings satisfled!

Lweel Valley of Ban Marcos! few are the years

That since have linked their golden hands aond Bed
Like spirits down the valley of the past—

And yet it scems a weary time to me 1

Swaet River of 8an Marcos! the openings seed
Between the moss-huag trees, like golden paths
That lead through Fden fo Heaven's falrer felds,
Show glimpses of the broad, free, bour.dlgu plaius
Thai circle thee sround, Thine own prairies |

How my sad spirit would exull to bathe

[ts wings, all heavy with the dust of care,

Duep in thelr glowing beauty! How my heart,
O'ersbadowed with this cloud of gloom, woold
wake L

To life ancw beneath those summer skies !

My bome is restled now ameog the hilly,
The wooded hills, like those of that fair State,
That queen among tke daughbters of the Bouid,
That gave mebirth ; and gayly fits the breezo
Among the boughs of oaks whose srunks
Are wedded with the riugs of ceulyries:
And maples, cloaked ke princed, wave their Hags
Above the serried jes of the fern,
1kat marck slong the forest siream, where .lo-
The beechos sweep Lhelr hright!y-gleaming leaves;
And ome tall pine, & seulinel, keeps watch

sfore my very doof
19:::01::‘--?\!« ’f-'ru'.‘t.-ru‘ My heart beats fall
| And Bigh beneath thelr stately limbs! And yet,

At times meitbioks oor £ ouptaln air seemstlick ]

And the Sreen Lresssd of our fi resl trees,

Thay choke my very breatbing ..'.c.". ".t,‘.:_':

[ &a'n weuld sporn my Bal ¢ shades, acd Taln .
| Weould sweep with gntamed wing l!.'t'!l'l‘hc .-.'""“
| Aud beundless prairies el \be Wi, tL' ?llll_Q

Uy freecoms back benedlk grsbsliwed skles! f
O%, Riverof my chiidsood ! falr Valley Jzernl
| writhin thy besota yet sl merD l‘.« -f.l:: b |

4 k ! r beamia, aws of% LOF B
| Dips deep bis silver b o, o o e ered |
. e pdlies curi, ‘

3 ht, 1he slars, th T
| Throagh emerald marshes yei
And yet that fairy tale In beasty sleeps
Like ber of ¢ld
Of seme Srze knighi 1o BT
beavy with peTpie (UPp

wis waits the waking kise
breal her magic oleep,
s, te Tap, !

i!mgf!“ Wil : Bat f—eb, 1

« down towar! the K —eh

' %o wors will wasder by 10F shores, [ :a}n |
At twilight down by glasmy 2 de! —n® ?o:-- . .
And yet, San Marces, WheS wome ivet-SoTer,

AL swoesing wirh itz pariss Srops, i» lald
Befure my tyes, s beasty prarce s
IY;' gegry wiicl st T v eyalide, ani FOF fremEme

: - ot 2w Bale
[ o pick gt Latnrr T r ity falvy charee,
- peari T2

. ] Voo gter
Ani Feesd . - of Sen Harees !
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Explanation,

The paper herewith submitted has
been prepared mostly for ecirculation
among parties abroad desiring infor-
mation concerning this part of Texas.
Thepresent season was not thought
to be propitious for a full showing
up of the business of San Marcos and
the county generally; and this is
therefore reserved for a more favora-
ble oceasion.

The main facts respecting soil, pro-
ductions, ete., continued in this sheet
were given usin 1874 or 1875 in a
communication signed by the officers
and other leading members of the
Grange Association, which then exist-
ed in this county, viz: R. M. Cald-
well, Geo. T. McGehee, J. A, Smith,
C. B. Donalson, Ed. Burleson, S. D.
Jackman and J. L. Connally.

No account of San Marcos or Hays
county can be perfect which omits
the fine poem of Mollie E. Moore,
which we republish in the next col-
umn.  We have several times copied
it before, but our supply of copies
was as often exhausted. The author
—now Mrs. Davis—is perhaps the
most spirited and original of Texas
poets. As isindicated in the poem,
ghe spent her childhood in this place,
residing on the banks of the river just
opposite the “stately hill,” nowa par{
of the Wood Cook property, and
near the “fairy isle”’ described in the
poem. Auny one familisr with the
seenery would at once recognizo it in
her deseription.

There are two references near the
opening of the peem which would
not be understood abroad, first as to
the “Race-paths.” These constitute
one of the most singular features of
our mountain scenery. Almost every
woodland elevation thronghout that
region is encircled a considerable dis-
tance below its apex by one of these
race-tracks. They bear a striking
resemblance to those mades by art,
and some of them are quite as smooth
and beautiful. The track around the
hill referred to in the poem is the
most beautiful we have seen. It is
fully a mile in length and per-
fect in all respects. Inside, the hill
crowned with cedars and other trees

rises a good deal higher, and com-
mands aview of the “track.” The
whole scene, though in & perfect
state of nature, suggests preparation
for o fair or horse-racing.—Again,
“the nest the falcon built," though it
has now disappedred, is remembered
by our first settlers.

LOOK HERE!

The best way of obtaining authen-
tic information concerning any coun-
try, as all intelligent people know, is
through its local newspapers. Not

through one issue, merely but through |

the course of several months or a
year. The trath in many ways will
comeout in 6 newspaper, whereas let
ters and circulars are apt to be one-
sided. Toinguirers about Western
Texas. therefore, we would say, sub
scribe for the Fuse Press.  Its reg-

i prel f .

alar issues are nearly twice the size

of the present, and nre filled with |

interesting local and general matter.
See terms on first page.
PEEMITM
To all new subseribers for one year, cash

in advence, we will send postpaid a «

Rondali's cedetrated I 22s TR 0N T

oy 2is Dazasea * It & a manasl of Bl
pages, of which 21 300, 000 copies bave been
jsokd. The price is &5 centa, » that by accepl.-

tg our offer yoa really et 1L
2 the rata of 21 75 per yaar,
Spoimen copie spplicstion. Fow
Sreemd B ey ol Epul oo s
s soe top of Sret colusn
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Toxas—A Truthful Pen Portrait,

The article deseriptive of Hays Coun-
ty which we formerly published, being
out of print, to meet & goneral demand
we propose preparing another, with re-
visions and additions. We shall sup
plement the bertand most authentic in-
formation we can obtain, by our own ob-
servations during over ten years past,
and shall make it a poiot not to indulge
in the exaggerations, pfo or con, #0
common to writers concerning new re-
gions of country. Wae believe great
wrong has been done by uoscrupulous
and interested parties giving false ideas
of Texas—wrong to people who have
been led to come to the State by such
misrepresentations, and wrong also to
tho State, which has sufficient merits
to induco immigration without resort
ing to false pretenses.

) HISTORICAL SKETOH.

The history of Hays county na tural-
ly beging with that of San Marcos,
The bursting forth of the river, full
formed, from the foot of a mountain
near by, and its peerless beauty and pu-
rity, conspired to mako the spot a mark-
ed one by nature, According to a
writer in Scribner's Magazine for Jan.
uary, 1874, us early as 1729 the Right
Reverend Fathers, forming the College
of Santa Cruz of Queretaro, were
authorized to found three wissions on
the San Marcos, but the order was af-
terwards resoinded in fuvor of San An~-
tonio; but for which San Marcos, iun-
stead of the Alamo City, might havo
been the metropolis of Westorn Texas,

A place thus remarkable by nuture,
of course wan  destined to. .become the
site of an Apglo- American ‘town, A
Dr. Merriman appears to have beeu the
first scttler, in the fall of 1846, but
others may contest the claim, For in-
stance we are told that Wm. Moon,
who still resides in thia county, built
the first house in San Marcos, and it is
still pointed out to the curious observer.
T. (3. McGehee, we belieye, is conced-
ed to have been the first settler of the
immodiate vicinity, at the place where
he lately resided, a few miles down the
river,

Hays county was organized in 1848,
through the instrumentality of General
Burleson, then nmember of the State
Senate, and was named in honor of Col.
Jack Hays, the noted Texas Ranger.
Prior to that date it was part of Trayis
and Bastrop counties. The Antonio
Veremendi League was purchased by
Gen. Burleson and William Lindsey,
and 640 acres appropriated fora town
site. They paid for it partly in cash
and partly in cattle. Each settler re-
ceived a building lot free. Henry Me-
Cullough was stationed here with a
compaany of rangers, and a log house,
used as & commissary department, and
a bar-room in a ‘tent, constituted the
settlement up to April, 1847. The first
election was held in August, 1848,

The years 1867, 58 aad 0D were
seasons of terrible drought, particular-
ly the first named, when there wasa
total failure of erops, The war soon
followed, coutinuing the period of dis-
tress. Afterwards for some years there
was little immigration or progress. The
first awakening was caused by the en-
terprise of Prof, Hollingsworth, m

|
|
!
|
|

opy of | county,is now po dyubt fully S000,
sz Homse | 32t of the town 1500.

|
¢
i

causing to be erected a large stone build
ing on a commanding site, called Coro-
nal Institute, and starting a successful
high school in it, This induced per-
sons to come and settle in the town.
From that time toabout 1874 the course
of San Mareos was onward, till from a
small hamlet of a few hundred inhabi.
tants, the population had reached in
1880, 1232, that of the ecounty 7,555,
with indications of a far more npidl
growth in view of the advent of railroad

communication. The population of the
and |

AREA, LOCATION, ETC.
Hays is one of the smallest counties of
Texss, coataining only about 650 square
wiles. The 30th parallel of latitude

PROPRIETOR:
18838.

through it. About two-thirds of the
county is occupied by rudimentary
wmountains, and covered with timber of
various kinds, such as cedar, live vak,
Spanish oak, elm, pecan, mesquite, and
several other varieties of inferior qual-
ity. This mountainous section “is also
partially covered with grass, and inter-
spersed, though at distant intervals,
with creeks and rivers, affording fine
opportunity for stock raising. The re-
maining one-third of the county is chiet-
ly prairie, of fine soil, and will produce
perbaps as great s variety of crops as
almost any country inthe world. The
face of the country is beautiful and pio-
turesque in the extreme. We bave
geen many of the finest portions of the
Mississippi valley, but have never look-
ed upon s lovelier land than this.
PRODUCTIONS,

The valley snd prairie lands are won-
derfully productive. Here we see oats
produce 30 to 60 bushels, corn 15 to 40,
wheat 10 to 30, and sweet potatoes 75
to 150 per more, cotion halfa bale ton
bale, and sorghum always two crope.apd
all growing side by side in thu‘&a_nmu
ficld. Scldom ean this be scen on the
continent except in Texas, and no
where perhaps to greater perfection
than in this county. Then vegotables
of unearly all kinds do well. If cut
short, as they frequently are, by the
droughts of summer, the {all and win-
tor gardens, unknown to more Northern
olimes, often make ample eompensation,
Fruits, such as figs, peaches, plums,
grapes and some kinds of wild froits
alsodo tolerably well, aud some think
that apples may by eareful attention be
made to succeed, But Western Texns
cannot be said to bo n first rate fruit
country, except where facilitics for irri-
pation exist and are brought into uce.
There 18 no doubt however, but that, by
the introduction of improved and early
varicties, fruit growiog will become
much more successful than it has yet
proved.

As a stock country this region i3 un-
gurpassed, having fine grass, pure water
and short winters., All stoek does well,
and is usually henlthy, and much atten-
tivn is given to 2the introduction and
improvement of all kinds of good stock,
In fact, the old style of stock raising as
it preyailed when the country was new,
is being rapidly superseded by the
growth, on a smaller scale, in inclo-
sures, of improved varieties ot stock.
The mesquit grass—porhaps unrivaled
among wild grasses—is yet abundant in
most parts of the county, but around
the county seat, and in the more thick-
ly settled neighborhoods, owing to a su-
perabundance of ¢tock and extensive in-
closures, the range is getting scarce,
and will have to be supplemented by
winter pastures of rye, barley, wheat
or oats, all of which grow luxuriantly,
and form an admirable substitute. By
the aid of these, and feeding fora short
time, there nced never be any ecarcity
of fat beeves, or the best of milk and
butter; but there is a general neglect of
these simple, common semse precau-
tions. We believe more mouey counld
he made from a small dairy, conducted
on these principles, than is now dove
from many a large corn or cotton plan-
tation, If raising poultry were combin-
ed with it there could be no question on
the subject, for there is always a great
searcity of milk, butter, chickens and
eges during the winter, and they com-
mrod high prices.

STREAMS, ETC.

The county is well watered for Texas,
having many springs, creeks and rivers.
[ts prineipal streams are the San Mar-
cos and Blanco rivers, Ounion ereek and
Bear creek, all affording lasting water
of & pure and erystal-like appearance,
and aboundiogin fish. They alsoaflord
fine water power for wills and wachine-
ry. TheSan Marcos, especially, is of
surpassing beauty. aad deserves more
than a passing notice. Breaking out,
as it does, a full-fledged river, from the
south side of & mountain, in quastitics
of pure erysta! spring water sufficient to
ran a large emount of machinery,
makes it wonderfully asttractive and
valuable. It now has many mills and
gins in successfu] operation located up -2

snd the %th of locgitade both pass|

it. Water can also be found by digging
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